Methods

Animal Sampling
We trapped bats in the villages of Yalenzou (7°4229.99″ N, 8°4120.60″ W) and Gbao We used cardiac puncture to collect blood into sterile tubes with 0.5 M EDTA. We then euthanized the animals and obtained sections of the brain, liver, spleen, kidney, lung, and intestines through sterile necropsy. In 2018, we collected a blood sample, a pool of lung and kidney tissues, and a pool of liver and spleen tissues from each animal. In 2019, we expanded the sample panel and separately collected the following into sterile tubes: blood; an oral swab; a Page 2 of 3 rectal swab; and lung, kidney, and intestine samples. Because previous reports did not find viral RNA in the liver or spleen (3, 4) , we homogenized these tissues in a single pool for each animal.
We stored blood fractions from N'Zerekore Prefecture at 10°C for 5-7 days, and at -28°C for the next 10 days before studying. We collected tissue samples in RNAlater (ThermoFisher Scientific, https://www.thermofisher.com) and stored them at 6-10°C for 12-15 days before studying. We stored samples from Madina Oula Prefecture at -70°C. We followed standard methods for the safe handling and sampling of small mammals potentially infected with infectious pathogens (5).
PCR Array and Sequencing Analyses
